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The July meeting of the St. Louis Chapter was held in the Sr. Ebo Room of 
the Cardinal Rigali Center. State Deputy Doug Kissinger and State Program 
Director Lucas Volkman joined the meeting online. The featured speaker was 
Brian Miller, Director of Evangelization and Discipleship for the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis. Brian is a 3rd Degree Knight in Divine Mercy Council 13823 at St. 
Justin Martyr Parish. In his message to the Knights, Brian emphasized that All 

Things New and evangelization for the 
Archdiocese are tied together, and in this 
way we are undergoing a “rediscovery of 
our mission”. He encouraged us individually 
to “focus on being a better Catholic man”. 
We should first seek an “internal renewal” 
and face the future with “new hearts, new 

minds, new methods”. And we need to understand our culture and develop 
the practical skills to encounter and evangelize in it.  For this purpose, Brian 
recommended the book “Forming Intentional Disciples” by Sherry Weddell 
and its companion book “Becoming a Parish of Intentional Disciples”. 
We thank Brother Brian for sharing his time with us. His message is timely and affirms 
the direction expressed by our Supreme Knight Patrick Kelley at the recent Supreme 
Convention in Nashville: “As Supreme Knight, evangelization is one of my top priorities. 
When I look back on the Order’s history, I see evangelization in virtually everything 
we’ve done. Yet today, there is a special urgency. … In these difficult times, each of us 
needs a living faith. That’s why we’ll soon launch a discipleship and evangelization 
initiative. … This will be one of our most important initiatives.”

Prior to the meeting, a check for $3000 was 
given to the Vocations Office of the St. Louis 
Archdiocese from the Missouri State Council 
Vocations Fund. At left are Joe Stoverink, 
Vocations Chairman for the State Council and, 
at right, Peter Nicastro, Faith Director for the State Council. Accepting the 
check on behalf of the Vocations Office is Samual Gerbic, a seminarian at 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. Samuel led the Chapter in a recitation of the 
Rosary at the start of the meeting.
The Vocations Fund is supported by annual donations by councils. Help us 
reach 100% support this year by councils in the Archdiocese!

In Solidarity

Heavenly Father,
        Grant young men the grace and courage to respond generously to your call to the priesthood.

May they joyfully give their lives so that all your people can receive your holy Word and Sacraments.
Bless your priests and their labors with abundant fruitfulness.

Be their comfort, be their joy, be their strength.
Help them live according to your will.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Savior and High Priest.
Amen.

St. Louis Chapter Meeting - July 25, 2022 - Cardinal Rigali Center

A Vocations Chairman 
in Every Council

All councils are encouraged to 
appoint a vocations chairman as 

part of their Faith activities 
program and to work to foster 

prayerful support for vocations in 
their councils and parishes. 
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In implementing our Faith program this fraternal year, councils are encouraged to give special 
emphasis to a particular aspect during each quarter of the year, starting with Support for Vocations 
in the first quarter, Religious Appreciation in the second, the Religious Information Bureau in the 
third and the Eucharistic Revival in the fourth quarter.

There are two primary material ways councils support vocations. Both are important.

1. An annual contribution to the Missouri State Council’s Vocations Fund provides monetary support to diocesan 
programs that assist those discerning a call to the religious life. In the past fraternal year, only 15% of Knights 
councils in the St. Louis Archdiocese contributed. How much more we could do with 100% participation!  Please 
respond positively to the annual appeal letter from the Missouri State Council Vocations Chairman.

2. The Supreme Council’s RSVP program is a way to provide direct monetary support to seminarians and postulants 
to a religious order. This program receives good participation by our councils. Keep up the good work!

The St. Louis Chapter will work towards the goal of ensuring every seminarian at Kenrick-Glennon receives prayerful 
support from our councils, and material support when possible.

There are other lesser known ways that councils can provide material support. One 
example is the Labouré Society. The mission of the Labouré Society is to provide 
financial assistance and spiritual support to individuals who must resolve education 
loans in order to pursue a vocation to the priesthood and/or religious life in the 
Catholic Church. A local tie to the society is Latonja Taylor, a convert and parishioner 
at St. Louis Cathedral Basilica. Latonja is discerning with the Franciscan Monastery of 
St. Clare (Class of 2024) and receiving support from the Labouré Society. In addition 
to her online vocations story Latonja is available to share her story in person or via 
Zoom.  Contact diocesanchairman-stl@mokofc.org for more information.

Support for the Labouré Society has received the endorsement of Archbishop Rozanski.  
You can view his letter here.  Please consider a donation to the Labouré Society.  

Knights in Service to Faith, Life, Community and Family

Faith 

Support for Vocations 

For the past 19 years the Serra Club of St. Charles has hosted an Appreciation 
Dinner to honor the priests and religious that serve in the St. Charles Deanery.

The evening starts with Mass followed by a banquet with a guest speaker. It is usually attended by up to 300 people, 
including many priests, religious and our seminarians as guests.  This year’s dinner is Monday September 12. Bishop 

Mark Rivituso will say the Mass for Vocations at St. Joseph Parish in 
Cottleville. The 4th Degree Honor Guard will be participating at the Mass. 
The Mass is followed by the banquet at Piazza Messina, at which Father 
Charles Samson, from the Seminary, will be the keynote speaker.
The Serra Club has received great support from the Knights of Columbus 
Councils and Assemblies in the St. Charles County area through outright 
donations or by purchasing 
banquet tickets and awarding 
them to members. 

This Annual Appreciation Dinner is a great example of cooperation 
between the Knights and Serrans to promote and encourage vocations 
while helping to create the “culture of vocations”. 

Religious Appreciation

https://rescuevocations.org/about/
https://rescuevocations.org/latonja/
mailto:diocesanchairman-stl@mokofc.org
https://stlchapter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ArchbishopRozanski_-LatonjaTaylor.pdf
https://rescuevocations.org/about/
https://rescuevocations.org/latonja/
mailto:diocesanchairman-stl@mokofc.org
https://stlchapter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ArchbishopRozanski_-LatonjaTaylor.pdf
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ASAP (AID AND SUPPORT AFTER PREGNANCY) is a new program 
from the Supreme Council, with the mission of helping mothers and 
babies by supporting pregnancy resource centers and maternity 

homes. For every $500 your council or assembly donates to a pregnancy resource 
center or maternity home (up to $2,000), the Supreme Council will donate $100.  Below 
is described one such provider of services, Good Shepherd Children & Family Services. 
Chief Development Officer of Good Shepherd, Walker Hill III (see photo at right), 
contributed the following information.

Here are resources for your Pro-Life Chairman: Flyer and Letter

About Good Shepherd
We are a Catholic Charities agency that focuses on serving women, babies, youth and 
families throughout the entire St. Louis Archdiocese. Good Shepherd serves through three primary programs: Pregnancy and 
Parenting Support, Adoption and Foster Care. Below is a brief description of our ministry services.
 

Pregnancy and Parenting Support
Maternity and Transitional Living Shelter
• A safe residence on Good Shepherd’s U-City campus for mothers ages 12-21 and their babies, which includes round-the-clock 

support, counseling, parenting training, life skill training and additional services that prepare them for a productive and healthy 
future.

Pregnancy Resource Centers (current locations: U-City, North City and Farmington, MO)
• A community based program with multiple locations in St. Louis and the surrounding area. At each location pregnant and 

parenting women can connect with helpful resources (diapers, wipes, formula, etc.), receive pregnancy testing, crisis counseling 
and adoption planning services.

In-Home Pregnancy & Parenting Services
• A convenient, in-home, flexible service for pregnant and newly parenting women in crisis that provides helpful resources 

(diapers, wipes, formula, etc.), counseling, parenting education, connection to resources, and concrete aid aimed at ensuring 
healthy infants and healthy families.

 

Adoption
Birth Parent Services
• Providing compassionate counseling and assistance to birth families as they explore their options and make life giving decisions.
Adoptive Parent Services
• Navigating a family through the complex legal process of adoption from the home study, to matching, to finalization, to post 

adoption support.
Specialized Adoption Services
• Connecting families who are interested in adoption with children who are ready to exit the foster care system. Addressing the 

need for specialized services for parents in the St. Louis area who want to adopt older children in the U.S. foster care system 
who need a permanent, loving home.

 

Foster Care
Foster Care Case Management
• Providing care for children and families separated due to abuse and neglect with a focus on safely reuniting families whenever 

possible.
Foster Family Support
• Recruitment, assessment , training and ongoing support of foster families to meet the needs of children in care.
Treatment Foster Care
• Working with families to provide a high level of care for foster children with specialized 

needs that includes 24/7 support. 

Ways to Support Good Shepherd
• Financial support is essential at this time as Good Shepherd is expanding their 

programs to provide critical services to more moms, babies, youth and families now and 
into the future. At right is Good Shepherd’s 10-Year Impact Statement which makes 
clear their commitment to important growth in our communities

• Diaper/Wipes/Formula Drives are critical as Good Shepherd works to meet the 
practical needs of those they serve which helps to eliminate barriers and allows their 
other services to make the lasting impact.

Knights in Service to Faith, Life, Community and Family

Life 

Council 11382 presenting a donation to Good Shepherd

https://stlchapter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Pregnancy-and-Parenting-Support-Flyer.pdf
https://stlchapter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Knights-of-Columbus-Letter.22.pdf
https://stlchapter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Pregnancy-and-Parenting-Support-Flyer.pdf
https://stlchapter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Knights-of-Columbus-Letter.22.pdf


Missouri State Council Knights of Columbus  -  St. Louis Archdiocese

volume 2   issue 3   Summer 2022                     page 4

In 1999, two St. Louis University students started the Edmund Campion Society. 
Named for a 16th century English Jesuit priest and martyr, the Campion Society was 
formed to reinvigorate St. Ignatius of Loyola’s call to “find God in all things.”  Mr. 
James Brent and Mr. Chris Collins (now Fr. James Brent, O.P. and Fr. Chris Collins, 
S.J.) began to meet with students to discuss issues of faith, to pray, and to celebrate 
Mass together. The society continued to grow on campus, and in 2016 the Catholic 
Studies Centre was founded to offer Catholic courses in many academic disciplines, 
eventually available as an academic minor or major field of study. 
Campion members have the opportunity for various faith-filled activities during the 
week. Monday nights have become “Campion night”. On Mondays throughout the 
school year students meet for Mass, a home cooked dinner prepared by a 
generous group of supporters, and often a guest speaker on a topic related to the 
Catholic faith. The Campion Society has continued to grow from 30 to 200 students  
For the last several years, interrupted by COVID, Knights from the Father Wm. 
Pezold Council 7198 in Cottleville have set up the grills beside the Centre and 

grilled brats and burgers for up to 150 
students. This year Council 7198 continued 
to support the Campion on the final Monday 
of the academic year. While the students 
attended Mass on the lawn in front of the 
center, Council members prepared dinner 
for the students.  The annual barbecue has 
allowed the Council to extend its reach to 
students that may not be familiar with the Knights of Columbus. It has been very popular 
as the number of students attending continues to grow.

Since 2003, the Knights of 
Columbus has partnered with 
the Global Wheelchair Mission, 

providing aid to those who lack the freedom of mobility. 
Councils are asked to donate $150 or more to this 
cause. Donations are pooled through the State Council, 
which allows for the purchase in bulk of 110 or more 
wheelchairs for delivery, warehousing and subsequent 
distribution to those in need in our state.
When a need is identified, Chairman Matt Gray will 
facilitate a pickup of a wheelchair from the Our Lady of 
Fatima council hall in Hazelwood.  The wheelchairs are 
new and sturdy, and range in size from 14” to 24”.
Perhaps you know someone in your parish who has a 
need for a wheelchair? Perhaps you know a nurse or 
occupational therapist who serves patients, some of 
whom have a need, but whose insurance does not cover 
purchase of a wheelchair?  Email Matt: life@mokofc.org

Knights in Service to Faith, Life, Community and Family

The annual MO KofC St. Louis Cardinals game is scheduled for Sunday, September 18 at 1:15 pm. 
The Cardinals will take on the Cincinnati Reds.
Plans are underway for another outing at a St. Louis Blues hockey game, most likely in early 2023. 

More details to follow as they are in place. For Family East we will look into adding family outings that are not sports 
centered, such as concerts and stage shows, possibly in the remainder of 2022 and in 2023.

Family

Community

Matt Gray is State Chairman - Life Services
which includes Blood Drives, Wheelchair Mission and Agape House

Matt is also Vice-President of the St. Louis Chapter

Council 7198 Cottleville resumes its annual barbecue for the SLU Edmund Campion Society

Wheelchair Mission

mailto:life@mokofc.org
mailto:life@mokofc.org
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An Exemplification of the 4th Degree will be 
held at the St. Louis Airport Hilton on 

Saturday September 17, 2022. 

Honoree - Rev. Paul C. Hoesing
President-Rector Kenrick-Glennon Seminary

The schedule for the day is as follows:

   10:00am - Noon Registration
       12:30pm Candidates Line-Up
         1:00pm Exemplification
         4:00pm Mass
         7:00pm Banquet

Registration information is available on the Missouri 
State Council website: mokofc.org

4th Degree Honor Guard celebrating Queen of All Saints 50th Anniversary
L to R:  Assembly 565 Sir Knights: Frank Mantia, Rich Mantia, Ben Robben, 
QAS Grand Knight, Luke Walsh,  Bob Walker, Nick Arconati, John Vansaghi, 
Archbishop Mitchell Rozanski, Bruce Bange, Lou Liebermann, Eric Bruns, 

Commander Gary Lottmann, Jim Hedgecoth

Funeral Mass celebrated by Fr. Joseph Weber- July 20, 2022 - St. Peter Church - St. Charles, MO

In Memoriam
James T. Doggendorf, PSD 

We honor the memory of 
brother Jim Doggendorf, who 

passed away on July 11, 2022. 
Jim and wife Mary participated 
in St. Louis Chapter meetings 
and activities for many years, 
and we mourn his passing. 

Jim served the Church and 
Order with dignity and humility. 
Our prayers are with Mary and 

the family. 

http://mokofc.org
http://mokofc.org

