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In Solidarity
The October meeting of the St. Louis Chapter was held in the Sr. Ebo Room of the Cardinal Rigali Center. State 
Program Director Lucas Volkman joined the meeting online. The featured speaker was Amy Eschelbach, Director of 
Youth Ministries for the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
Amy described the programs of the Office of Youth 
Ministry, which are based on the values of Prayer, 
Community and Formation. She shared her own 
experiences as a youth, in particular how the visit of 
Pope St. John Paul II and his address to the young 
people of St. Louis at the Kiel Center had such a 
formative effect on her, leading to her present 
position as a Youth Ministry leader . Through it, she 
gave witness to the huge positive impact that 
conferences such as World Youth Day and the 
Steubenville Youth Conference have in forming 
young people in the Faith. She supported this with 
statistics that show how influential youth ministry 
programs are on the discernment of those who eventually enter the priesthood or religious life. In the Q&A after 
Amy’s presentation, Knights in attendance shared their experience and recommitted to supporting our pastors and 
parish youth ministers, in particular with funding for youth events and providing manpower as needed.

St. Louis Chapter Meeting - October 24, 2022 - Cardinal Rigali Center

State Deputy meets with Knights Officers in the Archdiocese 
regarding All Things New

College Council Coordinator 
represents Missouri in New Haven

On Saturday morning November 12, State Deputy Doug Kissinger and 
Supreme Director John Appelbaum led a meeting attended by District 
Deputies and state and local officers of councils in the St. Louis 
Archdiocese to discuss the anticipated effects of parish realignments 
resulting from All Things New.  

The main takeaways from the meeting were:

Our College Council Coordinator and 
Chapter member Bernie Panther 
attended meetings in New Haven led by 
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelley and 
attended by Cardinal Timothy Dolan. 
Congratulations Bernie!

• We will strive to maintain or establish a Knight’s presence in every parish coming out of the changes.
• Some council mergers are expected. There is a defined process for handling a merger, under the guidance of the 

Supreme Council and State officers.
• Stay united and give your positive support to your pastors and to our Archbishop during the process.
• Promote vocations to the Priesthood.
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Guidelines for Vocations Support by Councils & Assemblies 

R.S.V.P. Program 
A list of Archdiocesan seminarians at Kenrick-Glennon is available here. Please channel 
all questions and communications through Renae Novak at the St. Louis Archdiocese 
Vocations Office, even if you know which seminarians you want to support.  If you 
would like to know which seminarians would benefit most from your support, Renae 
can provide a list of recommendations to you.


Renae Novak - Office of Vocations - rnovak@archstl.org
5200 Glennon Drive
St. Louis, MO 63119

Form 2863 must be used to apply for reimbursement and to receive featured program 
credit. As a courtesy, copy Diocesan Chairman (bob.vornberg@gmail.com) on communications. Please consider 
donating all or a portion of the reimbursement from Supreme to the Missouri State Vocations Fund (see below).

Missouri State Council Vocations Fund
Council and Assemblies should send a check made out to 
Columbian Charities to Vocations Chairman Joe Stoverink 
with a note in the memo line that the donation is for the 
Missouri State Council Vocations Fund.  The recommended 
minimum donation is 50 cents per member. 

Joe Stoverink
2341 Burns Ave.
Overland, MO 63114

St. Louis Archdiocese Vocations Office
The Vocations Office is accepting donations to help fund 
participation in World Youth Day August 1-6, 2023 in Portugal.  
Statistics confirm this event has a significant positive impact 
on those who eventually discern a vocation to the priesthood 
or religious life.

A Vocations Chairman 
in Every Council

All councils are encouraged to 
appoint a vocations chairman as 

part of their Faith activities 
program and to work to foster 

prayerful support for vocations in 
their councils and parishes. 

Knights in Service to Faith, Family, Community and Life

Faith 

Knights Support 40 Days For Life Prayer Vigil during October-NovemberLife 

A shout-out to Mike Koehler, Family Activities Chairman for 
Eastern Missouri and fellow Chapter officer for organizing 

a very well-attended Family Day at 
Busch Stadium on September 18.
Officers and members and their 
families from around the state 
enjoyed beautiful weather, a great 
view of the game, and a few friendly 
rivalries. 

Family

Pictured here are a few of the many Knights who joined 
the 40 Days For Life prayer vigil in front of Planned 
Parenthood. At right are members of Saint Louis 
Assembly 565 - Gary Lottmann, Alice Lottmann, Kurt 
Sommerhauser and Navigator Dave Stukenberg.  At left 
are Tom Dill and Bob Vornberg of Council 11382.

https://stlchapter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Seminarians-STL.pdf
mailto:rnovak@archstl.org
mailto:bob.vornberg@gmail.com
https://stlchapter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Seminarians-STL.pdf
mailto:rnovak@archstl.org
mailto:bob.vornberg@gmail.com
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No Hunger Holiday
 

Thirty two years ago, Frank Conard stopped by the food pantry at Sts. Joachim and Ann Parish to 
see what they were doing to help people at Thanksgiving. He was inspired by a homily he’d heard 
about the importance of serving the least of God’s people. Because of a pre-set schedule with the 
area food bank, the pantry director said they weren’t able to get donations that week, so they had 
nothing to give.  Conard was in disbelief. “I said, ‘How many families do you have a week?’ They 
told me 120,” he recalled. “I said, ‘Tell them to be there that Tuesday night and I will take care of it.’ 
We bought everything they needed for 120 families. We made the first distribution on that Tuesday 

night before Thanksgiving.”
And so was the beginning of No Hunger Holiday, an 
annual Thanksgiving meal given to a community in need. 
From those initial 120 families, the event was later taken 
on by Harvester Knights of Columbus Council #9625 
and expanded over the years. Now No Hunger Holiday is 
its own nonprofit organization, and has grown to include 
more than 4,000 families, covering seven counties (St. 
Charles, St. Louis, Warren, Montgomery, Lincoln, Pike and 
Franklin) and the City of St. Louis, via more than 40 
partner agencies and organizations. Each recipient gets a 
box of food, including a turkey, to make a complete 
Thanksgiving meal at home.
The number of those in need has spiked in years during 
historic floods and economic recessions. Conard, now a 
member of St. Joseph Parish in Cottleville, was concerned 
that the pandemic would present a challenge. But given the 
increase of people in need, he knew it needed to be done.  
“I thought, we’ll pray on it, but we will get it,” he said of donations, which come from 

individuals, schools, businesses and organizations across the area. “There are five of us who meet every Wednesday at 4 a.m. 
for Eucharistic adoration. We pray a Rosary and we pray for this country, and the Pope. It’s all there. It’s 
been inspiring to me to see how people continue to step up; most of us are one life-event from needing 

food assistance.” The pandemic has drawn attention to how thin the 
margins can be. “Some people can absorb being furloughed or 
experiencing a job loss or downturn in business, but many who are 
living paycheck to paycheck — food is often the first thing that gets 
cut out of people’s budgets. I’d say it’s a basic human right to have 
access to food, and we want to help any way we can.”

On Tuesday before Thanksgiving, No Hunger Holiday volunteers 
line the tables with Thanksgiving fixings, as a forklift delivers pallets 
of turkeys through set of double doors.  Conard said the name of 
the annual event came from the idea that Thanksgiving is the “one 
day a year in which we need to say there is no hunger.” He reflected on one of the recent 
Sunday readings, in which Jesus told His disciples, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for 

one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.”  “That’s what I believe,” Conard said. “We’re 
doing this because we believe in Jesus and because you are one of His.” 

In a letter that is included in every 
Thanksgiving box, Conard writes, 
“Please accept this offering as proof 
that Jesus loves you and will always 
take care of you and your family.” This 
community comes together to fill the 
void.  For more information go to

http://nohungerholiday.com/

Knights in Service to Faith, Life, Community and Family

Community

Frank Conard - Council 9625

Knights collecting donations  
before Masses.

http://nohungerholiday.com/
http://nohungerholiday.com/
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An Exemplification of the 4th Degree was held 
at the St. Louis Airport Hilton on Saturday 

September 17, 2022. 
Honoree - Rev. Paul C. Hoesing

President-Rector Kenrick-Glennon Seminary

In Memoriam - Mick Gilliam
Past Supreme Director, State Deputy and District Master

We mourn the loss of a much-loved brother Knight, Mick Gilliam, who passed 
away on Sunday October 16, 2022 at his home in Peace Valley, MO.  Mick served 

the Order proudly at every level, always with dignity, intelligence and humility.  
He was a mentor for many of us and will be missed. 

We express our heartfelt condolences to wife Donna and the entire Gilliam family.

A Memorial Mass was celebrated on October 10, 2022 at Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital in St. Louis. 
State Deputy Doug Kissinger accompanied Honor Guard from Assemblies in the St. Louis Archdiocese and Southern Illinois.

Mass was celebrated by Father Brian Hecktor, Chaplain of St. Louis Assembly 565


